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In this book you’ll meet twelve amazing 
Australian women who have changed 
the world, in small ways and large.

Some of them are famous around the world, 
such as Annette Kellerman and Nellie Melba.

Some of them are famous in Australia, 
such as Mary Reibey and Edith Cowan.

And all of them deserve to be famous, and admired.

They represent the warriors, artists, business 
owners, scientists, singers, politicians, actors, 
athletes, adventurers, activists and innovators 

of Australia. There are many more 
stories like theirs in our history. 

Perhaps one day your story 
will be one of them.

Note: People of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage are advised that this book 
contains names and images of people who are deceased or may be deceased.



Lores Bonney
Aviation pioneer (1897–1994)

Fearless, charming and determined, Lores Bonney was a pioneer pilot. In 1932, she flew all 
around the coast of Australia, setting a long-distance solo record that has never been beaten.

Then, she flew from Australia to England – the first woman to achieve this, despite 
mechanical trouble, a crash landing and damage to her plane. She almost flew into a mountain, 
but the clouds cleared just in time for her to go around it! She called her plane My Little Ship.

In 1937, in My Little Ship II, Lores became the first person to fly from Australia to South Africa, 
going up through Asia and down the east coast of Africa. No-one else has ever done this in a 

single-engine plane, to this day. She took a special frock with her to wear if she were 
invited to dinner along the way – and she was!

Lores’s motto was: ‘Don’t let them tell you you can’t do it!’ 


