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First of all, let me get some‘l’)nihs s+r‘ai3¥\+-‘ This
is a JOURNAL, not a Jiary. T know what it
$ays on ‘H\e cover, but w}xeh Mum went out to

buy +his thing T SPECIFICALLY old her o
3e+ ohe +\wa+ didnt sa7/ ‘Jiary' onh it.

Great. All T need is for some J'erk to catch me
carryihg ‘H\is book around and 3e+ ‘H\e wrohg idea.

.

The other -H\ihs T want to clear up risH' away
is that this was MUM’s idea, not mine.

But if she thinks T'm going to write down m7/
-Feehhss in here or whatever, she’s crazy. So
Just dont expect me to be all ‘Dear Dmry +his
and ‘Dear D.ary +hat.



The oh|7/ reason T agreed to do this at all is
because T -Fisure later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better ﬂ\ihss to do than
answer \Deople’s s+u?id questions all clay long. So
+his book is gonhna come in \whc}y.

HERE'S MY
JOURNAL.

GREGORY!

WERE YOU

TELLUS | ALWAYS NOw

YOUR SO SMART SHOO,

CHILDHOOD! AND SHOO.
HANDSOME?

Like T said, Tl be famous one da\}/, but for now
I’m stuck in }us}x sc\wool wH'}\ a buhc}\ of morons.

MORONS

/ ™S
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Let me just say for the record that T think
}\ish school is the dumbest idea ever invented.

You got kids like me who havent hit their srowﬂ\
spurt 7/e+ mixed in with these gorillas who need
+o shave twice a &ay.

—
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And then -Hwey wohder w\-\y bu||7ih3 is such a bis
Problem.

Tf i+ was up to me, Srade levels would be based
on }\eiski’, hot age. But then dsdih ) T guess
that would mean kids like Chiras GU\)+¢ would
still be in the first sro\c}e.




’E)cldy IS +¥\e first 347/ of School, dhc} ri3¥\+ how
were Just waiting around for the teacher 4o \‘wrr)/
up and finish the seating chart. So T fisured T
mi3¥\+ as well write in this book +o pass +he time.

B7 the way, let me give you some sood advice. On
the first &ay of school, you got 4o be real care-
ful where you sit. You walk into the classroom and
Just \>|ohk your stuff down on any old desk and
+he next +\\ih3 7’0“ know the teacher is sayihg —

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOU'RE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class R T 30‘!‘ stuck with Chris Hose7l in
front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

L}



Jason Prill came in late and almost sat to m
n’s\ﬁ', bot |uckil7/ T s+oP\>eJ that from %a\)\)ehihs
at the last second.

Nex+ \aeriocl, T should Just sit in the middle of
a bunch of hot Sirls as sooh as I s+e\> in the
room. But T guess i T do ‘H'\«ﬁ, it Jus+ proves
T didn% learn ahyﬂwihs from last year.

GREG, WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS
NOTE TO
SHELLY?



Man, T dont know WHAT s up with girls +hese
ciays. T+ used o be a whole lot simyler back in
Primo\ry school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all the 3irls.

And in the fifth grade, the fastest runner was
Ronnie McCoy.

a am,
A= %ﬁm

Nowa&a)/s, it's a whole lot more corn\9|ica+ed. Now
it's about the kind of clothes you wear or how rich
7/ou are or if 7/ou have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie McCo7/ are 5cra+c¥\ih3 +heir
heqcis wohJerihS w}wrl‘ +\-\e }xeck \-\a‘)‘)ehec}.

The mos+ \)o‘)ular b°}' n my sracle is Bryce

Anderson. The thing that really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into sirls, but kids like
Bryce have oh|7 come around in the las+ couple

O'F years.
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T remember how Bryce used to act back in
Prumary school.

I DON'T THINK

GIRLS ARE
STINKY POOS!

GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!

?F%%i

But of course now I doh‘l’ 3e+ ah7/ creclrl' for
s+.'cl<.'h3 with the girls all +his time.

Like T said, Bryce is the most ‘>o‘>u|ar kid in
our srade, so that leaves all the rest of us guys
scramblms for the other spots.

‘ﬂ\e best 1 can frisure IS ‘H\cﬁ I’m SOrnew*\ere

around 52nd or 53rd most ‘Jo‘)ular +his year‘.

But +he 3004 hews is that T'm about 4o move
vp ohe sPo+ because C}mrlie Davies is above me,
and he’s getting his braces next week.




T +r7/ to_explain all +his \>o\>u|ari+7/ stuff o my
friend Rowley (who is Probably }'\oVen'hs n’3¥\+
around the 150 mark, {>7/ +he wny) , but T +hink
rt J'us-l' 9oes in onhe ear and out the other with him.

Wedhesddx

Todc?f we %ac} P\wys Ed, so ﬂ\e first -H-\ihs I
did when T got outside was sheak off to the
basketball court to see if the Cheese was still
-H\ere. Ahcl sure ehous}x, i+ was.
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’n\d‘f \‘Jiece of C\'\eese has been si+‘h'h9 on 'H\e
as?}ml-l* since last spring. T guess it mus+Ve
clrov?ed out of someone’s sandwich or someﬂ\ihg.
After a cou?|e of Jays, +he Cheese started getting
all moul&y and hasiy. Nobo&y would Play basketball
on +¥\e court where -ﬂ\e C)neese was, even +)nou3\w
+hat was the ohly court that had a “\00\? with a
net.

Then one dny, this kid named Darren Walsh
touched the Cheese with his fihser, and that's
what started this ‘Hxihs called the Cheese Touch.
T+s basically like the Cooties. T you get +he
Cheese Touch, you’re stuck with it until you pass
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The ohly way to protect yourseh[ from the

i+ on 1o someone else.

C}\eese Touc}\ is to cross 7/our -Fihsers.



But it's not that easy remembering to keep yyour
fihsers crossed eVer7/ moment of +the do\)/. T ended
up +o\\>ih3 mine +03e+her so -H-\e/d s+o\7/ crossed
all the time. T got a Din )nahdwri-h'ha, but it
was +o+a||7/ worth it.

This one kid named Abe Hall got +he Cheese

Touch in A\‘m'l , and ho{)ocb/ would even come hear
Hm for +)ne rest of +)ne 7/ear. Jﬂ\is summer Abe
moved away +o California and took the Cheese
Touch with him.

T J'us+ )no‘)e someone doesnt start the Cheese
Touch up asaih, because I dont need +¥m+ kind

of stress in my life any more.

ﬂwrs&ax
T \mvihg a seriously hard time getting used o

-Hwe fact +)na+ Summer S oVer ah& I haVe o 3e+
out of bed eVery morhihs +to 90 +to sc}wool.

M)/ summer did not exac+l7l get off t0 a great
start, thanks +o my older brother Rodrick.
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A couvle of days into the summer holidays,
Rodrick woke me up in +he middle of +he his}\-h
He told me T sle\>+ +¥\rou3¥\ the whole summer,
but that |ucki|7/ T woke vp Just in time for the
first Jay of school.

You mis\ﬁ think T was \‘)re++7/ dumb for fallihs
for +)na+ ohe, but Rodrick was dressed up in Hs
school clothes and he set my alarm clock ahead
to make it look like it was the morhing. Plus, he
closed my curtains so T couldnt see that i+ was
still dark out.

After Rodrick woke me vp, T Jus+ 3o+ dressed

and went downstairs +o make myself some break-

fast, like T do eVery morhing oh a school ch)/.
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But T guess T must have made a \)re++7/ bi3
racket because +}\e next +Hh3 I khew, Dad was
downstairs, yellihs at me for eating Cheerios at
3.00 in the morning.

I‘I’ took me a minute o fisure out w}xa‘l' -H\e }\eck
was Soihs on.

After T did, T +old Dad +hat Rodrick had
Played a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be getting yellec} at.

Dad walked down to the basement to chew
Rodrick out, and T +n33eJ alohs. T couldnt
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ what was comihs +o him.
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But Rodrick covered up his 4racks \>re++7/ sood.
Ahd +o ‘H‘\is c{a)/, lﬂm sure Dad ‘H\ihks I’Ve 30+

a screw loose or someﬂwihs.

‘Fridax
’Bday at school we got assigheci +o readihs groups.

’ﬂ\ey don*t come n's)n‘l' out and +ell you if )/ou’re
in the Gifted group or +he Easy group, but 7/ou
can ﬁsure it out ris\'\‘l' away b |ookih3 at ‘H\e
covers of +he books 'H\ey hand out.

EINSTEIN Bink
ClitD 200
N
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I was \>re++7/ diSd\)\)oih‘fed to find out I 30+
\>u+ in the Gifted group, because that J'us-i' means

a lot of extra work.

When +¥\e7/ did the screening at the end of last
7/eo\r, T did rv?/ best to make sure T 30+ PU+ n
+he Easy group +his year.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

BEE...
THE ‘BOOK.

WHEW.
THANKS!

Mum is real ‘h'g)n’r with our principal, so T bet
s}xe s+e\>\>ed n ahd mo\c}e sure 1 50+ ‘>u+ n ﬂwe
Gifted group o\saih.

Mum s always sayihs Tm a smart kid, but +hat
T Just dont ‘aﬂﬂ)/’ rn)/selwf.
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But if there’s one ‘H\ihg T learned from Rodrick,
it's to set ‘aeo\ale’s expectations real low so you
end Up Surprising them {>7/ ?racﬁca“)/ cloihg
hoﬂ\ihg at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.
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Ac+ud||7/, T'm kind of 3|ad m7/ \Dlah +o 3e+ \DU+ in
the Easy group didnt work.

T soaw a couvle of the Bink Says Boo’ kids
holding their books upside down, and T don
+hink +)ne7/ were J'okihs.

Saturda
Well, the first week of school is 1fiha||7/ over, so
+oda)/ T sle‘>+ n.

Most kids wake up early oh Sﬁur&a)/ +o watch
cartoons or whatever, but not me. The ohl)/ reason
T aet out of bed at all on weekends is because
eventually, T cant stand the taste of my own

breaﬂ\ ahy more.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/, Dad wakes vp at 6.00 in the
morhihs no matter WHAT Ja)/ of +}\e week it IS,
and he is not real considerate of the fact +that
T am +r7/ih3 to ehJoy my Sa-h;rda)/ like

a hormal person.

T didnt have ahy‘ﬂ\ihs +o do +ocla7/ so T Jus+
headed up o Row|e7/’s house.

Row|e7/ is +ec¥\hica||>/ my best friend, but that is
Je{ihﬁely s«;b\jed’ to chahae.

TVe been aVoiJihs Rowley since the first clay
of school, when he did sameﬂwir\s +hat recAll)/

dhhoyed me.
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We were getting our stuff from our lockers at
the end of the day, and Rowley came vp to me

ahcl saicl —
WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AND
PLAAYYY?

==

T have told Rowley at least a billion +imes +hat
how that were in Hs}\ school, you)re su?Posed

to say ‘}mhs out not “;lqy'. But no matter how
mahy hoogjes T give him, he always forseJrs +he

next time.

TVe been +r7/ih3 to be a lot more careful about
m7/ imase ever since ]: 30+ o %"3}‘ sc)nool. But
\-mvihs Rowle?' around is defihi"rdy not }xel\)iha.
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T met Row|e7/ a few vyears ago when he moved
into m7/ he:s}\bourhoo!/

His mum boush‘f him this book called How +o Make
Friends in New Places and he came o my house
+l"7/ih3 all these dumb_gimmicks.

KNOCK KNOCK!

( THERMOS! )

EXCUSE ME?

HERMOS BE SOME SAY

WAY TO TICKLE A ——
YOUR FUNNY BONE! /) —
’//\\\ [
—
@ —
l\

E
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T guess T kind of fel+ sorry for Rowley, and T
decided o take him under m7/ wihs.

T+s been great )““V'hS him around, mos+l7/ because
T get to use all the tricks Rodrick \DU“S on ME.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAND
IS BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE IT'S A
SIGN OF “LOW INTELLIGENCE™?

BUT DO I
HAVE ‘LOW
INTELLIGENCE™?
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