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  Willow and I found an ancient spell book called   

  the the B IGGE BOKBIGGE BOKEE  of fetching monsterof fetching monsterss,     

    which shows you how to make REAL MONSTERSREAL MONSTERS.   

           We made HODGEPODGEHODGEPODGE, who’s a bit furry  

                and a bit stinky. He’s my best friend.

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED
A PET MONSTER?

If you are like me, the answerIf you are like me, the answer
is is NONO, because you think, because you think

monsters monsters don’t existdon’t exist. If you. If you

are like Willow, the answerare like Willow, the answer

is is YES DEFINITELYYES DEFINITELY..

  Willow wants to make a best friend, 

but I’m worried. Now that I know 

monsters are REALREAL, what if this new  

    one is REALLY DANGEROUS?REALLY DANGEROUS?

ME

WILLOW

READ 
MORE!

Funny, silly,  Funny, silly,  
and with just and with just enough gross bits!enough gross bits!   

Sally Rippin

WILKINSONLILI

Illustrations by

DUSTIN
SPENCE
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Have you ever wanted a pet monster?pet monster?
If you are like me, the answer is NO, 

because monsters don’t existmonsters don’t exist. 

If you are like Willow, the answer is 

YES DEFINITELY.
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And this is Hodgepodge, my pet 

monster. (Apparently monsters DO exist? 

I am as surprised as you are.)

This is the big, SPOOKY  

house that we live in  

together, with my  

mum and Willow’s  

dad.

 This is  This is 
WillowWillow..  HodgepodgeHodgepodge

likes:  
eating dirty socks and 

flowers

SPECIAL POWER: 
CAN FART ANY SMELL

VERY  
FRIENDLY

DISLIKES: 
BANANAS AND 
BEING LOCKED 

UP IN CAGES

  I am   I am 

ArtieArtie.  .  
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Willow and I found an ancient spell 

book called the the BIGGE BOBIGGE BOKKEE  of of 

fetching monstersfetching monsters , which shows 

you how to make REAL MONSTERS. 

Hodgepodge was supposed to be a 

hobgoblinhobgoblin, but we couldn’t find the 

ingredients listed in the spell book, so 

we used things from around the house 

and got Hodgepodge instead. I’m glad, 

because Hodgepodge is my best friendbest friend.

Now Willow wants to make a monster 

of her own, and I’m a bit scared.

When we made Hodgepodge, I didn’t 

believe in monsters.

I didn’t think anything would happen, 

because I know about Science, and I 

know that you can’t just make a monster, 

and also that monsters aren’t real.

Except we did make a monster, and 

now he is sleep-farting on the end of 

my bed.
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Now that I know monsters are real, 

I’m worried about making a new one.

‘What if it is dangerous?’‘What if it is dangerous?’
‘I hope it is,’ says Willow. ‘Let’s get to 

it. I want this one.’

‘First we need spittle of the moonspittle of the moon,’ 

says Willow.

‘That’s impossible,’ I tell her. ‘The moon 

doesn’t have salivary glands.’

‘Sure,’ says Willow, shrugging.  

‘But you are moon-faced. So  

you can just spit in the kettle.’

I open my mouth to argue,  

but Willow has her determined  

face on, so instead I lean  

over and 

Phoenix
USEFUL FOR: resurrection

BEWARE: highly f lammable

Ingredients

spittle of the moon

salt of alembroth

a fairy’s wing

the laughter of a princess

spit
into the kettle
into the kettle.
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I hope I never have to do a real 

SCIENCSCIENCEE experiment with Willow.  

It would go very badly. 
‘I’ll get the salt,’ Willow says. ‘You can 

get the fairy’s wingfairy’s wing.’

‘Ah,’ I say. ‘Well, I can’t do that. 

Because there is no such thing as Because there is no such thing as 
fairies.fairies.’

Willow opens her mouth to reply, but 

she’s interrupted by my mum calling us 

from downstairs.

‘Artie! Willow! There’s someone here I 

want you to meet.’

‘Right,’ says  

Willow, examining  

the the BIGGE BOBIGGE BOKKEE    

of fetching  of fetching  

monstermonsterss. ‘Next  

we need salt of  salt of  
alembrothalembroth.’

‘What’s alembroth?’  

I ask.

‘Who cares?’ Willow  

replies. ‘Regular salt  

will do.’

SALT 
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‘I’m so happy to meet you all,’ says 

Arabella-Rose.

Willow and I exchange a look.Willow and I exchange a look.
‘Arabella’s parents are out of town, 

and her uncle got held up coming to 

collect her, so she is going to spend the 

day with you two. I know you’ll make  

her feel welcome,’ Mum says, giving  

Willow and me a firm look as she leaves 

the room.

ArabellaArabella--Rose perches on the Rose perches on the 
sofa like a sofa like a queen.. ‘Go on, then,’ she 

says.

‘Err,’ I reply. 

‘We’re supposed to be getting to know 

‘This is ‘This is 

ARABELLA- 
ROSE,’  

    Mum says.

‘Arabella lives 

next door.’
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This is a This is a very rude thing to  thing to 
askask, and Arabella-Rose narrows her eyes 

at Willow. But she quickly smiles and 

says, ‘My Uncle Cranky is picking me up 

at five-thirty. He’s not really cranky. He’s 

lovely. I just call him that to be funny.’ 

Arabella-Rose laughs at her own joke and 

continues. ‘He’s not really my uncle, either. 

He’s my great-uncle once removed. Do you 

know what “once removed” means? I can 

explain all about ancestry if you’d like.’ 

Suddenly, five-thirty feels like a long 

time from now. 

Willow looks furious. I would 

bet my subscription to Junior Scientist Junior Scientist 

each other. Don’t you want to ask me 

some questions?’ she says.

Willow makes a snorting noisesnorting noise. 

‘Here’s a question. What  

time are you going home?’
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MagazineMagazine she is annoyed that we can’t 

make her monster while Arabella-Rose is  

here. I am secretly  relieved. Arabella-Rose 

might be snooty, but she doesn’t look  

nearly as scary as a real live monsterreal live monster.

Arabella-Rose doesn’t seem to notice 

the tension. ‘Here are some interesting 

things about me,’ she says. ‘I am twelve 

years old. My favourite colour is gold. I 

don’t like spiders or cottage cheese. I’m 

going to be an actress and a singer. I 

brought my scrapbook of all the different 

performances I’ve done, and all my 

favourite shows. Would you like to see it? 

Would you like to hear me sing now?’

1514



Arabella-Rose glares at Willow. ‘I’m 

sure “Snort Face” is great for a beginner, 

but my mum says music should lift your 

soul, so I only sing actually good music.’

‘Oh really?’ says Willow. 

‘Perhaps you should have 

lifted that last note a little, 

it sounded flat to me.’

ArabellaArabella--Rose blushesRose blushes  

bright red. But only 

for a second.

‘How 

tragic that 

you don’t have a good 

ear for pitch, Willow. 

She doesn’t wait for an answer, just 

launches into a song I’ve never heard 

before but seems to be about castles and 

clouds.

I think Arabella-Rose is actually a 

pretty good singer, but Willow looks Willow looks 
like she’s going to like she’s going to puke. Which is 

weird, because Willow loves music. Maybe 

they could do a duet?

Arabella-Rose pauses to take a 

deep breath, and Willow jumps in. ‘That 

was so pretty, Arabella. I’m sure your 

grandparents love that one. Do you know 

any songs by Death Rattle Spider? I 

can play “Snort Face” on the guitar.’
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‘Um. Maths.’

‘I’m reallyreally good at maths. I’ll come 

and help you.’

The flash of green is Hodgepodge, 

who has come to see our visitor. I shake 

That must make it really hard to play your 

guitar. You are so brave for trying your 

best anyway.’

‘I’m going to my room...to do some... 

homework,’ Willow says, through gritted 

teeth.

Arabella-Rose narrows her eyes. ‘It’s 

the school holidays.’

‘I like to get started early.’

Just when I think I might have to 

come up with a plan to distract them, I 

see a flash of green fur from the corner of 

my eye. Oh no. 
‘What kind of homework is it?’ asks 

Arabella-Rose.
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I’m going to be here all day, so you’d so you’d 
better start being nicer.better start being nicer.’

‘Can’t you go to an actual friend’s 

house?’ Willow asks. ‘Or don’t you have any?’

Willow is being super mean. We just 

moved here, so it’s not like we have any 

friends either.

‘I have heaps of friends,’  
says Arabella-Rose  

firmly. ‘They’re  

just .. .all . . . 

busy.’

my head at him. It’s better if people It’s better if people 
don’t know about Hodgepodge.don’t know about Hodgepodge.  
A man called Wesley Crankshaw 

found out about him, and tried to steal 

him and put him in a cage. We had to 

rescue him.*

Arabella-Rose gets up to follow Willow, 

and Hodgepodge ducks behind a cushion  

on the couch.

‘No!’ Willow says. ‘I don’t want  

your help.’

Arabella-Rose’s chin  

wobbles. ‘You’re supposed  

to play with me,’ she says.  

‘That’s why I’m here.  

* Read * Read 
book 1 book 1 
for this for this 

adventure!adventure!
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‘Your mum said you were supposed to 

make me feel welcome.’

‘Indira isn’t my mum.’

‘You’re not being nice.’‘You’re not being nice.’ Arabella-

Rose glares at Willow.

‘Why don’t you play with Artie?’ Willow 

suggests with a fake smile.

Arabella-Rose’s cheeks go pink and she 

stands up. ‘I’m going to tell your parents 

that you’re being mean.’

Hodgepodge appears from behind the 

cushion, looking a bit squashed. Arabella-

Rose turns around, but he whisks himself 

behind a fat teapot on the shelf.

‘What was that?’ Arabella-Rose asks.

Arabella-Rose plonks herself back down 

on the couch. The cushion gives a little 

squeak. Arabella-Rose looks confused  

for a second.
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‘A teddy bear,’ Willow  

says. ‘Hodgepodge is Artie’s  

teddy bear.’

‘Let me see,’‘Let me see,’ demands  

Arabella-Rose.

But Willow grabs Arabella-Rose’s 

arm and pulls her out of the room. ‘Let’s 

play Hide and SeekHide and Seek,’ she calls over her 

shoulder. ‘Artie, you’re it!’

‘What was what?’ Willow responds.

‘That furry thing. It looked.. . kind of like 

a .. . furry monster?’

‘It was Hodgepodge.’‘It was Hodgepodge.’ I am very 

bad at lying.

Willow shakes her head at me. 

‘Who is Hodgepodge?’ asks 

Arabella-Rose.

c h apt er
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